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“No other 
cable in the 
competition 
could even 
get close.”

Highlights & 
Conclusions

The test results 
do not represent 
personal individual 
statements, 
but refl ect the 
combined hearing 
perceptions of 
the entire panel… 
The results 
were altogether 
consistent in 
the three stereo 
systems... To 
provide an even 
broader basis for the listening test results, we also 
had the test takers make the same comparisons 
with headphones... The AudioQuest sounded 
harmonious in all chains, but dynamically 
compressed; Van Den Hul always appeared 
somewhere in the middle… The non-shielded 
Kimber and the Van den Hul with its relatively 
high shield resistance were somewhat sensitive 
to external noise sources such as fl uorescent 
lamps… The insights we’ve gained show that 
the much vaunted sound tuning with targeted 
use of “cable sound” is a rather two-edged 
sword - because the cables emphasis of certain 
sonic properties cannot exist without creating 
disadvantages elsewhere. Consequently, 
stereoplay’s top rated cables in the listening tests 
are therefore always the most neutral, detailed 
and dynamic.



Legend:
= Neutral
= Warm, Bass Heavy 
=  Cool, Spacious, 

Sharp

Do cables affect 
sound, and if so, 
why? stereoplay 
investigates these 
questions with the 
most elaborate test 
in recent years. 
Their results are 
made available to 
everyone - with 
downloadable 
HiRes tracks for 
comparison.

“A middling CD-player with a good cable can outperform a top player with only a modest cable.”


